- The Character of Juliet

2 beginning of the play Juliet appears to be quite childish.
0t surprising as we find out from the Nurse in Act 1




“What’s in a hame? That which we call a rose

By any other name would smell as sweet.” ‘

+ When Romeo appears beneath her window, Juliet worries for his
safety. She fears that he will be murdered if he is found on the
grounds: —Mafuntsy more  Senskx

“The orchard walls are high and hard to climb,

And the place death, considering who thou art,

If any of my kinsman find thee here.”

* Here Juliet seems to be the more sensible of the two young lovers.
She is practical and thinks about the consequences of Romeo’s
actions, while Romeo lets himself get carried away by his feelings.
Although Juliet is the younger of the two, she seems to be the
mMost mature. Falling in love has made her grow up quickly.

* In Act 3, however, Juliet’s intense love for Romeo, makes her
momentarily lose all reason as she tries to convince her husband to
stay longer. She tries to tell him that “it is the nightingale and not
the lark”, singing outside her window.

» Just after the lover’s sad farewell, Juliet is confronted with the
arranged marriage to Paris, which she rejects immediately, saying:

“Now by Saint Peter’s church and Peter too
He shall not make me there a joyful bride!”

She is no longer the dutiful and obedient girl we saw in the first act

as she openly defies her parents.

» When the Nurse suggests that Juliet should proceed as if Romeo
were dead and marry Paris, Juliet rejects her only confidant and
friend. lonely ~ Isoletect

“Thou and my bosom henceforth shall be twain”

- Isolated from her family and only friend, Juliet even sees death as
an answer to her dilemma. She is willing to die rather than betray
Romeo:

“If all else fail, myself have power to die”

. We see that Juliet is transformed from a childish, obedient youhg

girl to a mature and independent woman, who makes life changing

decisions.
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