
Macbeth Act 2
Scene 1

Scene Analysis
● There is an atmosphere of uneasiness as Banquo and Fleance remark on

the total darkness of the night = pathetic fallacy
‘There’s husbandry in heaven,

candles are all out’
● Banquo is very much on edge and jittery and calls for his sword in

hearing the approach of footsteps.
● It is his “friend” Macbeth who emerges from the darkness.
● Banquo’s anxiety is significant as it highlights a certain irony: Macbeth is

NOT a ‘friend”, and within hours, the King will die violently by his hand.
Banquo was right to be on his guard.

● In the conversation between Macbeth and Banquo, we learn that Duncan
has gone to bed content with his visit, having generously sent gifts to the
servants’ quarters and a diamond to Lady Macbeth.

● Banquo raises the subject of the witches, telling Macbeth that he dreamt
of them and remarks on the truth of one of the prophecies.

● Macbeth immediately lies, saying ‘I think not of them..’ but asks to speak
about them another time.

● His remark to Banquo is obscure ‘if you shall cleave to my consent when
‘tis, it shall make honour of you’.

● Is he asking for support or Banquo to follow his advice?
● Banquo’s tone is cautious and slightly suspicious when Macbeth hints at

conspiracy.
● Banquo, although willing to do what is asked, will do so as long as his

conscience is clear and his duties are noble and admirable.
● Macbeth imagines a dagger floating before his eyes. This hallucination

symbolises his inner conflict in relation to the violent deed he has
resolved to perpetrate.

● Macbeth’s soliloquy suggests that he is moving in a dangerous direction,
towards the forces of darkness.



● In the beginning, he seems haunted by his conscience but appears to talk
himself around, without the provocation of his wife this time.

● It is a sign of the dramatic psychological disturbance that is gaining
momentum within him.

● Is Macbeth’s true nature being revealed here?
● Duncan’s fate is well and truly sealed.

Banquo
● He is troubled and edgy in this scene, the darkness of the night seems to

oppress him.
● Banquo like Macbeth has been struggling with temptation, he prays to be

freed of the evil thoughts which visit him in his sleep.
● The Banquo who seemed unmoved by the presence of the prophecies of

the witches is now uneasy about them.
● Banquo openly admits his temptations whereas Macbeth pretends not to

think of them.
● Banquo fights temptation, Macbeth succumbs to it.
● Banquo is aware of the secret prophecies and their partial fulfilment.
● Like Macbeth, he must be thinking of the third prophecy and then the

prophecy to himself.
● Macbeth makes an ambiguous statement ‘if you shall cleave to my

consent’. It would appear that Macbeth is asking Banquo to follow his
advice or stand by him and he will be rewarded.

● Banquo’s answer shows that he suspects a treasonable proposal but that
he has no intention of accepting it.

● Banquo is essentially honourable and wishes to keep his conscience clear
and his loyalty intact.

Macbeth
● Macbeth is self-possessed and his encounter with Banquo and avoids

discussing with him the subject of the witches.
● He is shrewd enough to realise that it is important to keep Banquo on his

side.
● When he is alone, he is overwrought and his fears take visible shape in

the vision of the dagger.



● Macbeth’s struggle with his conscience is embodied in his highly
emotional state.

● In the silence of the night, he guiltily fears every sound, even his own
footsteps.

● He is aware that this dark and silent hour suits the horrible deed.
● Almost trance-like he obeys that summons of the bell.

Quotes
● “There’s husbandry in heaven; all their candles are out”

○ Pathetic falsely = giving weather human characteristics
○ It’s very dark

● “A heavy summons lies like lead upon me, yet I would not sleep”
● “Merciful powers, restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature gives

way”
● “I dreamt last night of the three weird sisters”
● “I think not of them”
● “If you shall cleave to my consent, when ‘tis, It shall make honour for

you.”
● “My bosom franchised and allegiance clear, I shall be counselled”

○ Banquo is loyal to Macbeth
● “Is this a dagger which I see before me, The handle toward my hand?

Come, let me clutch thee. I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.”
○ Macbeth starts hallucinating

● “Art thou but, A dagger of the mind, a false creation, Proceeding from the
heat-oppressed brain?”

● “I see thee still, And on thy blade dudgeon gouts of blood, which was not
so before. There’s no such things: It is the bloody business which informs
Thus to mine eyes”

○ Blood imagery
● “Moves like a ghost”
● Whiles I threat, he lives: Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath

gives.”
● “I go and it is done. The bell invites me. Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a

knell, That summons thee to heaven, or to hell.



Study Notes

Inner turmoil
● His ambition has ultimately won, Macbeth has made a crucial choice and

knows that he is damning himself. The vision of the dagger is the first of
many bloody visions which both he and his wife will see. The last traces
of the honourable Macbeth vanish.

Language
● Macbeths ‘heat-oppressed’ language vividly conveys his feverish

imagination, gripped by the disease of ambition.




