German Letters — Schriftliche Produktion

General Notes for Writing a Letter

e Time spent on this section of the German paper:
o Ordinary Level: 25 minutes

o Higher Level: 30 minutes

e Marks this section in worth:

o Ordinary Level: 30 marks out of 220 marks

o Higher Level: 50 marks out of 220 marks

e How much to write? Try to aim to write 160 words. But DON'T waste time counting how

many words you have. A rough estimation will do fine.

e When studying for this section pay particular attention to the material you covered for

your ORAL, both the picture story topics, the role play topics and the topics from the
general conversation. The topics which appear vary and are quite broad. However the

topics which often reappear in the letter often include.....

1) Learning a language

2) Travelling abroad/ Holidays
3) Student Exchanges

4) Moving out

5) University/ the future

6) Part-time jobs/ Work

7) School and Life of a student
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e Remember that writing an address in German is different from writing an address in

English. After the number part of the address comes a full stop e.g.

o "“Kilkenny, den 10. Februar 2014" ....... Or
o "Laois, den 29. Juni 2009"

e The greeting will differ depending on whether you are writing to a male/ female.
o Lieber Markus — To Markus (male)
o Liebe Hilda — To Hilda (female)

o Sehr geehrte Herren und Damen — Dear Sir or Madam (formal greeting)

e There are two ways of continuing your letter from the greeting.....

1. If you use an exclamation mark or a full stop then you continue onto your introduction

paragraph with a capital letter. E.g.

Liebe Anna!

Vielen Dank fur deinen Brief.

2. But if you use a comma, the next word will NOT be capitalised. E.g.

Lieber Tim,

wie geht es dir?

e Short sentences with accurate German score more highly than long sentences with lots
of mistakes. Make it easier on yourself by keeping your writing simple
e Remember
o Word order in your sentences: TMP — Time, Manner, Place
o Gender: Masculine/ Feminine/ Neutral/ Plural
o Case: Nominative/ Accusative/ Dative/ Genitive

o Recheck your spelling, correct tenses, and capital letters once you've finished.
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e Opening Paragraph: It's easy to get 5/5 marks in this section of the letter. Just have 2 or

3 sentences learnt off by heart....

GriBe aus Dublin! Greetings from Dublin!

Wie geht's dir? Hoffentlich gut! How are you? Hopefully good!

Vielen Dank fir den letzten Brief. Many thanks for the last letter.

Endlich habe ich Zeit, dir zu schreiben. Finally | have time to write to you.

Es war sehr schon von dir zu héren. It was very nice to hear from you.

Jetzt habe ich viele Fragen und Antworten fir Now | have lots of questions and answers
dich! for you!

e Closing Paragraph: Similarly, 1 or 2 sentences is perfect signed off with...

o Dein Tom — From Tom (male)
o Deine Lily — From Lily (female)

o Mit freundlichen Gri3en — Yours sincerely (formal sign off)

Ich muss jetzt Schluss machen. | must make a close now.

Ich habe eine Menge Hausaufgaben zu tun. | have a pile of homework to do.

Ich freue mich auf deinen nachsten Brief! | am looking forward to your next letter!
Ich bin aufgeregt. | am excited.

Schreib bald! Write soon!

Alles gute. Best wishes.
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e Body of the Letter — In each paragraph these helpful phrases can be added to boost

marks:

Im Durchschnitt

On average

Es ist verschieden.

It is different.

Wir sollten die Wahl haben.

We should have a choice.

Fast

Almost

Das ist einen positiven/ negativen Einfluss.

That's a positive/ negative influence.

Das wirde mir nicht passen.

That wouldn’t suit me.

Ich wirde empfehlen, dass...

| would recommend that...

Fir mich persdnlich muss ich sagen...

For me personally | must say

Im Vergleich...

In comparison

Es ware interessant herauszufinden, wie...

It would be interesting to find out how...

Ich bin der Meinung, dass...

I'm of the opinion that...

Es kommt auf das Wetter an,

It depends on the weather,

Ich bin von der Idee nicht so begeistert.

I'm not so enthusiastic about the idea.

Das ist in Ordnung.

That's O.K.

Das konnte problematisch sein.

That could be problematic.

Das klingt nicht so gut.

That sounds not so good.

Echt klasse!

Really cool!

Ich weil3 nicht, ob

| don't know if

Ich glaube, dass

| believe that

Eine Ablenkung

A distraction
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Normalerweise...

Normally

Das geht mir gut.

| like that.

Das ist zwecklos.

That is pointless.

Das ware ideal.

That would be ideal.

Vor allem...

Above all...

Es hangt davon, ab

| depends on, if

Die Tatsache ist, dass

The main point is that

Ich meine,

| think

Ich schlage vor

| suggest

Der Grund dafur ist...

The reason for it is...

Das bedeutet, dass...

That means that

Ich interessiere mich fur...

I'm interested in...

Im GroBen und Ganzen... On the whole...
Wie gesagt... As said...
Heutzutage... Nowadays...

Die Lage ist nicht hoffnungslos

The situation is not hopeless.

Ich bin fest davon Uberzeugt, dass

| am strongly convinced that...

Ein hoher Anteil

A higher proportion

Das scheint (nicht) der Fall zu sein.

That seems (not) to be the case.

Das bedeutet nicht, dass...

That doesn’t mean that...

Die Statistik macht deutlich, dass...

The statistics make it clear that....

Einerseits....anderseits

On one hand...on the other hand.

Im Gegensatz zu den Deutschen

In contrast to the Germans
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Immer noch das alte Lied!

Always the same old song!

Ehrlich gesagt

To be honest

Das ware eine Katastrophe

That would be a catastrophe.

Die meisten Iren/ Deutschen...

The majority of the Irish/ Germans...

Man muss in diesem Bereich begabt sein.

One must be gifted in this area.

Die Situation verbessert sich.

The situation is improving.

Wie oben erwahnt

As mentioned above

Das Problem wachst standing

The problem is growing constantly

Niemand kann leugnen, dass

No one can deny that

Das geht mir auf die Nerven!

That gets on my nerves.

Es ist erschreckend...

It is frightening/ alarming

Es folgt daraus, dass

The result is that

In der Regel

As a rule

Das erweckt den Eindreuck

That creates the impression

Ich mach mir Sorgen Uber

| worry about

Die irische Gesellschaft

The irish society

Das ist eine Geldverschwendung.

That's a waste of money.

Das ist eine Zeitverschwendung.

That's a waste of time.

Viel Glick!

Best of luck!

Erstens/ Zweiten/ Drittens

Firstly/ Secondly/ Thirdly

Manche Experten meinen, dass

Some experts think that

Um das Problem zu |6sen.

To solve the problem.

Ich bezweifle, ob

| doubht if
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Ohne Zweifel Without a doubht

Unglaublich!! Unbelievable!!

Auf jeden Fall In any case

Ein Vorteil/ Nachteil ist, dass An advantage/ disadvantage is that
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